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Wherefore T praiſed the dead, which 
are already dead, more than the 
living, which are yet alive. 


HE particle wherefore ſhews that 
theſe words have a connexion 
with, and are an inference or 
conclufion from, thoſe that go 
before, ſo 1 returned, &c. The meaning 
according to ſome, (a) is, that the wiſeman, 
whoſe words theſe are, returned from his 
former thought and ſentiment, expreſſed 
in the laſt verſe of the preceding chapter, 
that there is nothing better, than that a man 
ſhould rejoice in bis wn works ; that is, as 
he explains it in the following chapter, that 
he ſhould eat and drink, and enjoy the good 
of his labour with moderation and chear- 
fulneſs; but this he now revoked and 
called in, having obſerved the violence and 
8 op- 


(a) Aben Ezra in loc. 
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141 
oppreſſions that were in the world, ſo that 
# man could not enjoy the fruit of his labours 
with pleaſure ; but ſince Solomon afterwards 
repeats this ſentiment again, it does not ap- 
pear to be his ſenſe ; but rather it is, that 
he had returned to his former ſubject, the 
abuſe of civil power and authority obſerved 
in chap. iii. 16. [I ſaw under the ſun the 
place of judgment that wickedneſs was there, 
and the place of righteouſneſs, that inigurty 
was there ; and having made a ſhort di- 
greſſion from thence, he here re- aſſumed 
his former argument and enlarged and im- 
proved upon it, and confidered all the oppreſfi- 
ons that are done under the fun ; all that oc- 
curred unto him, all that were within the 
compaſs of his knowledge, or that he had 
got any hint of by any kind of information, 
by tradition, or by reading the hiſtory and 
annals of former times, of his own or other 
nations; as of the oppreſſions of ſubjects by 
tyrannical princes, of the widow, fatherleſs 
and ſtranger by unjuſt judges, of the poor 
by the rich, and of ſervants by cruel maſ- 
ters; and perhaps he may have reſpect to 
the oppreſſions of the children of 1/rae/ in 


Egypt 


( 5] 

Ezyp:, and in the times of the zudges ; or he 
ſaw by the Holy Ghoſt, as a Feuiſb writer 
% paraphraſes it, and being now under 
divine inſpiration, be might foreſee by a 
ſpirit of prophecy, the oppreſſions that 
would be in after times, of the Jews in the 
captivity of Babylon, and in the times of the 
Maccabees, and the periccutions of the 
churches of Chriſt in goſpei-tumes, by 
Rome, pagan and papal, and all the inju- 
ries that have been or will be done to 'em 
by antichriſt, by the man of fin and ſon of 
perdition, the man of the earth, who ere long 
will no more oppreſs: (c) it 1s truly obſerved 
by the wiſeman, that all thoſe oppreſſions 
were done under the ſun ; tor there are none 
done above it, none in heaven, none be- 
yond the grave; there the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, (d) and there the weary be at 
reſt : the wiſeman goes on with his obſer- 
vations, and bebeld the tears of ſuch as were 
eppreſſed ; which poured forth from their 
eyes, and ran down their cheeks in great 
plenty, becauſe of their oppreſſions; which 
were all they could do, ſince they had no 

B 2 help- 


(b) Jarchi in loc. 


0% Pf. x. 18, {4) Job iy. 17 
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[6] 
helper. The word is in the ſingular num- 
ber, the tear, (e) as if one continued ſtream 
flowed from their eyes like a torrent, or as 
if the ſource of nature was exhauſted, and 
the fountain of tears. dried up through ex- 
ceſſive weeping, ſo that ſcarce another tear 
could drop, or that it was as much as 
could be, that another ſhould fall: and they 
had no comforter , none to ſpeak a comfor- 
table word to 'em under their oppreſſions, to 
to do any thing for 'em to alleviate their 
ſorrow, or to help 'em out of their trouble ; 
that is, they had no human comforter, that 
either could or durſt relieve or releaſe em; 
which is a very deplorable caſe, and was 
the caſe of the Meſſiab as perſonated by 
David, ( and of the church as deſcribed 
by Jeremiah (gi: the people of Gcd indeed 
under the oppretiions of fin, Satan and the 
world, have God to be their comforter ; he 
is the God of all comfort to em, who com- 
forts em in all their tribulation ; one of 
the names of Chriſt is the conſclabion of Iſrael, 
whom good old Simeon was waiting for; 
the Holy Spirit is another comforter, fent 


by 


fe) dyn) Lachryma, Montanus, Cocceius, Ram- 
bachius. Cf) PL. lxix. 20. ( Lam. i. g. 


(7 ] 

by the Father and Son; and it is the will of 
God that the miniſters of the goſpel ſhould 
ſpeak comfortably to the ſaints by affuring 
em that their fins are pardoned, full ſatis- 
faction is made for 'em, and their warfare 
accompliſhed ; otherwiſe they have no hu- 
man comforters, at leaſt at times, or they 
are ſuch who are like %s comforters, 
miſerable ones : and it is further obſerved, 
that on the fide of the oppreſſors there was 
power ; to cruth em and keep 'em under, 
and hinder and deter others from helping 
and relieving 'em. Such wicked men Da- 
vid had obſerved (hb) in great power, and 
fpreading themielves /ike à green bay tree ; 
when on a ſudden they came to nothing, 
having abuſed their power to the hurt of 
others and in the iſſue to their own hurt: 
and it is here added. Hut they had nocomforter ; 
that is, not the oppreſiors, but the oppreſſed; 
V hich is repeated to obſerve the aggravated 
affliction of the oppreſſed and the cruelty 
of their oppreſlors, and not ſo much for 
the confirmation of the aſſertion, as to 1 
excite attention and to raiſe pity and com- iy 
iniferation in the breaſts of others. | ip 
Now 1 
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[3] 

Now from all this the royal preacher 
deduces the inference or concluſion in the 
text, wherefore I praiſed the dead, &c. not 
that he compoſed panegyricks upon 'em, 
and raiſed encomiums upon their perſons, 
characters, actions, virtues and merits ; 
but he pronounced the dead happier than 
the living, he judged in his own mind, and 
concluded within himſelf and declared it to 
others as his real ſentiment, that the ſtate 
of the dead was preferable to the ſtate of 
the living, and that the one was more eli- 
gible than the other; becauſe the one was 
free from oppreſſion, and the other under 
it: and this ſubject I have chofen to treat 
of for the relief of your minds under this 
mourntul providence which has brought us 


together, and which 1 ſhall attempt to do in 


the following method, 


I. Enquire who are meant by the dead 
and living here oppoſed to each other, 
and of whom the wiſeman forms a 
comparative judgment. 

II. Obſerve the preferableneſs of the 

one to the other, that is, of the dead 
to the living. 
III. 


9! 


III. Shew more particularly in what the 
preferableneſs, or ſuperiority of the one 
to the other lies. 


I. I ſhall enquire who are meant by the 
dead and living: by the dead are meant not 
ſuch who are ſo in a figurative and impro- 
per ſenſe, but literally and properly; our 
Lord uſes the word dead in both ſenſes in one 
paſſage ; (i) to a certain perſon who pro- 
poſed to be a follower of him, but firſt 
deſired leave to bury his father, he ſaid, 
Follow me, purſue the reſolution made, and 
attend to the fervice included in it; let? the 
dead bury their dead, that is, let the dead 
in a figurative ſenſe, the dead in fin, bury 
thoſe that are corporally dead : and ſome 
are dead in a moral ſenſe while they live 
corporally ; he or ſhe hat liveth in pleaſures, 
in ſinful luſts and pleaſures, whote whole 
life is a continued feries of fin, are dead 
while they live; (4) and this is the caſe of, 
all unregenerate men, and of the Lords 
people before converſion, even until they 


are quickened by the ſpirit and grace of 
| God, 


(i) Mat. viii 22, . 


[ 20 | 

God, you bath he quickened, who «vere dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins: (1) now tho' thoſe 
who are dead in fin, many of 'em, be more 
happy then living ſaints as to outward things ; 
they are not in trouble as other men, neither 
are they plagued like other men, their 
eyes ſland out with fatneſs, they have more 
than heart could wiſh—beſe are the ungodly 
who. proſper in the world, who increaſe in 
riches; (m) yet the wiſeman would never 
commend ſuch perſons or pronounce em 
happy, and prefer them and their ſtate to 
godly perſons with all their troubles. 
Some are dead in a religious ſenſe, while 
alive, are dead to a profeſſion of religion 
they have made; they have had a name to 
live, profeſſed themſelves to be ſpiritually 
alive, made fo fair a ſhew and gave ſuch 
proof and evidence of a ſpiritual life, that 
they were judged by others, even by church- 
es, to be living Chriſtians and became fa- 
mous for the life of Godlineſs, when they 
had only the form, and denied the power 
of it; now ſuch as theſe after a time drop 
their profeſſion of religion, depart from the 
faith, 


(1) Eph. ii. 1. (m) Pf. Ixxut. 5, 7, 12- 


[11] 
faith, and become apoſtates, and ſo are 


twice dead, as the apoſtle Jude expreſſes (n) 
it ; firſt dead in fin, as other unregenerate 


men be, and then dead to the profeſſion 


they have made of religion : and now tho 
theſe alſo, as to their outward circumſtances, 
may be more happy than thoſe who are 
truly alive in a ſpiritual ſenſe; ſince, by their 
apoſtacy, they may eſcape. the troubles and 
perſecutions, they that live godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus are liable to, yet Solomon would never 
give ſuch apoſtates the preference to real 
ſaints. There are ſome that are dead in a 
civil ſenſe, with reſpect to calamities, 
diſtreſſes and afflictions which attend them 


in this life; and which may be called, 


and are called, death and they repreſent- 
ed as dead. The captivity of the Feros in 
Babylon is called a death, (o) in which 
God had no pleaſure ; rather it was agree- 
able to him, that they ſhould urn from 
their idolatries, and reform from their ſins, 
and {ve comfortably in their own land 
again. The fore and ſevere afflictions and 
perſecutions endured by the apoſtles and 
followers of Chriſt, go by the name of #5 


C great 


{n) Ver. 12, C Exek. xviii. 32. 
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18] 
great a death, and the apoſtle Paul, is 
particularly ſaid to be in deaths oft ; (p) 
that is, he was frequently in danger of 
his life, and expoſed to death, had the ſen- 
tence of it in him and deſpaired of life ; but 


now ſuch as theſe, are the living in our 


text ; the unhappy perſons, to whom the 
dead are oppoſed and preferred. It remains 
that by the dead, muſt be meant ſuch that 
are ſo in a literal and corporeal ſenſe, whoſe 


ſouls and bodies are really ſeparated from 


each other; in which ſeparation of ſoul 
and body deat lies: The body without the 


ſpirit is dead; (9) and in this ſenſe all men 


mutt die and do die; and ſuch are intend- 


ed here, ſuch that have been dead ſome 


time paſt, are laid in their graves, of whom 
there is a certainty that they are dead ; not 
merely given up for dead as Jaac was by 
Abraham, irora the time he was ordered to 
offer him; and who from the dead re- 
ceived him in a figure; nor ſuppoſed to be 
dead as the apoſtle Paul, when ſtoned at 


Lyra, but roſe up alive in the midit of the 


diſciples ; but who are truly, thoroughly 
and certainly dead, in a literal and proper 
ſenſe 3 


7 2 Cor. i. 97 10, & xi. 23. (4) Jam, It, 26. 


[ 13 ] 
ſenſe ; which ſeems to be the meaning of 
this unuſual phraſe, already dead. 

But here we muſt diſtinguiſh between 
perſons, and perſons that are dead ; the wick- 
ed dead cannot be meant; they die as other 
men, nor can wickedneſs deliver thoſe that 
are given unto it (r: Notwithſtanding their 
daring inſolence and impiety, they are 
obliged to ſubmit to death, to which they 
are appointed; ſuch that ſay, we have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell 
are at agreement, and fo promiſe themſelves, 
they ſhall eſcape the one and the other, 
their covenant with death, ſhall be diſannull d, 
and their agreement with hell ſhall not fland ; 
tho they live ever ſo long, they die at 
laſt, and die unhappy creatures; the finner 
being an hundred years old, that is at his 
death, ſhall be accurſed ; (, and therefore 
theſe cannot be the men commended for 
happineſs in our text: the wicked when 
they die are caſt into hell; the rich man in 
the parable, aſſoon as dead, in hell lift up 
his eyes being in torments, in everlaſting 
burnings, the ſmoke of which torments aſ- 

C 2 cend 


„ Ecel. viii. 8. | (OF, If. xxvi1ii. I5, 18. 
( Ib, Ch. Ixv. 20 ' 
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( 14 ] 

cend for ever and ever ; their worm dies 
not, their fire is not quenched, their ſtate 
is fixed and unalterable ; there is an unpaſſa- 
ble gulph between them and the righteous, 
among whom they never will have a place, 
and therefore can't be the happy men here 
deſigned; but thc righteous dead, whoſe 
death Balaam deſired to die, well knowing 
that ſuch are happy in death : Theſe die 
as well as the wicked; there is, ſays Solo- 
mon, fu a juſt man that periſbes in his 
righteouſneſs, not eternally, but corporeally ; 
the righteous periſhes, that is, dies, and no 
man layeth it to heart ; {w) or is concern» 
ed at it. Good men, even the beſt of men 
die; thoſe whoſe lives are moſt deſirable, and 
are the moſt uſeful, Your fathers where are 
they? and the prophets do they live for ever? 
they do not, they die as other men ; but 
are happier at death; leſſed are the dead, 
not the dead in common; but that dre 71 
the Lord. Cx 

By the living that are - yet alive, we are 
to underſtand, ſuch that are alive when 
others are dead, and who are attended 

with 


ſu) Eccl. vii. 15. C H. ii. 1. 
Cl Rev. xiv. 13. 


[ 15 ] 

with various afflictions, diſtreſſes and trou- 
bles; and particularly under the oppreſſion 
of wicked men in power ; of whom it is 

as much as can be ſaid that they are alive, 
they are juſt alive, and that is all; which 
ſeems to be the meaning of this uncommon 
expreſſion, And this is more eſpecially 
true of living ſaints, who live ſpiritually, 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſuffer per- 
ſecution in ſome ſhape or another for his 
name-ſake : theſe may be ſaid to die daily, 
and be in continual jeopardy of their lives ; 
and were it not for the good hope, thro 
grace, they have of happineſs in another 
world, would be of all men moſt miſerable. 
See at large the deſcription of them, 
in Cor. iv, 8—12, and to theſe the righteous 
dead are preferred ; which is the next 
thing to be conſidered ; namely to obſerve, 


IT, The preference of the dead to the 
living, I praiſed the dead, &c. The right- 
eous dead, who, after death, are much 
more happy than living faints. Theſe 
words indeed are generally underſtood, as 
ipoken according to human ſenſe and judg- 

ment, 


1% 1 Cor. xv. 19; 


f [16 ] 

k ment, without any regard to the glory and 
: happineſs of the future ſtate ; as that the 
il dead mult be preferred to the living, when 


by the following verſe ; but I chuſe to im- 
prove the words in the former ſenſe. Death 


| ; 
| the reſt and quiet of the one, and the mi- 
| i {ſeries and troubles of the other, are ob- 
| ſerved, and which ſeems to be confirmed 
1 

j 


ii itſelf, and ſimply conſidered, is no happi- 

| il . neſs, and if it was, it could not be ſpecial 

N and peculiar happineſs to ſome, becauſe 

i it is common to all; high and- low, 

| rich. and poor, wile and fooliſh, good 

" and bad, all die; the grave is the houſe 

3h appointed for all living; {=} beſides it is 

E. the fruit and effect of fin. Sin entered into 

| | the world, and death by fin ; (a) Sin opened 

1 the door at which death came in; it was 
| 


4% threatened in caſe of fin, and as a puniſh- 
ment for it, and is the <ages and juſt de- 
merit of it ; and therefore can never be an 
happineſs in itfelf ; add to this, that it is a 
diſſolution of a man, a diſſolving the earthly 
houſe of his tabernacle, an unpinning and 
taking of it down, a breaking of the whole 
frame of nature, a diſuniting the conſtitu- 

ent 


22 Dn IR rw — —— .. — . 


(2) Job xxx. 23. (a), Rom. v. 12. 
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(17) 
ent parts of it, ſoul and body; and tho! it is 
not an annihilation of man, a bringing him 
to nothing, yet it is a reduction of him to 
his original duſt : man was made of the 
duſt of the earth, and at deat! he returns 
to it again, which is an humbling and a 
mortifying conſideration to him; he can- 
not well brook it. Self-prefervation is a 
principle implanted in all living creatures, 
and ſo in man; human nature is reluctant 
to death, and 1s not agreeable to it. Sa- 


tan moſt truly ſaid, in for Hin, yea, all 


thut a man hath will he give for his life: ( 
it is the laſt thing he chuſes to part with; 
he is willing rather to part with any 
thing than that; what man is be that defi- 
reth life, and loveth many days, that be may 
fee good ? (c) Every man deſires life, and a 
long life, eſpecially to live in health, proſ- 
perity, and ſucceſs ; even the human na- 
ture of Chriſt was reluctant to death; the 
thought of it was diſagreeable, and he 
prayed for deliverance from it, Father, ſave 
me from this how”: (d) indeed his death 
was an uncommon one, it was in the room 

r and 


(6) Jobu. 5. Cc) Pf. xxxiv. 12. 
(4) John xu, 27. 
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1181 
and ſtead of others, of ſinful men, and 
was attended with the wrath of God, and 
curſes of the law for their ſins he bore; 


ſo, that it is no wonder, that his human na- 


ture ſhould ſhudder at it, when left to it- 
ſelf, and he ſhould ſay, O ! my Pather, if it 
be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me ; (e) 


nevertheleſs it ſhews, that even ſinleſs 


human nature is reluctant to death; and 
therefore death, ſimply conſidered, muſt be 
much more diſagreeable to ſinful, human 
nature. There muſt be ſomething more 
than is in nature to make death agreeable, 
or deſirable, or to cauſe a man to look at it 
with pleaſure, and to carry him thro' it 


without fear; even that of being with 


Chriſt for ever more, which 1s better, and 
18 judged to be better by a believer, than 
to be in this ſinful world: death therefore: 
relatively conſidered, or as it refers to good 
men, is only an happineſs ; death to them 
is no penal evil, death, as a puniſhment, 
being endured by Chriſt for them; the 
curſe is taken away from death, Chriſt be- 
ing made a curſe for them; the ſting of it, 

which 


(e) Matt, xxvi. 39, 


[ 19 ] 
which is fin, is taken away by him, and 
death is become a bleſſing to the ſaints; it 
is reckoned in the inventory of their good 
things, death is yours; / and they are pro- 
nounced bleſſed perſons: bleſſed are the 
dead that die in the Lord, that die in union 
with him; there is a ſecret union to him 
that took place in eternity, when the elect 
were choſen in Chriſt, even before the foun- 
dation of the world, and there is an open 
union to Chriſt in converſion, which is the 
manifeſtation of the former ; the bond of 
which is the everlaſting love of Chriſt, 
which can never be diſſolved; death can't 
ſeparate from his love, it diſſolves the 
union between ſoul and body, but not the 
union between Chriſt and his people; and 
hence they ſhall live with him ſoul and 
body to all eternity, and therefore muſt 
be happy ; as all are that die in the exerciſe 
of grace on him: the death of fuch is in a 
remarkable and diſtinguiſhed manner a 
blefling ; zbeſe all died in faith, (C) it is ſaid 
of ſome ; ſo died David; his laſt words, his 
dying words were, be hath made with me an 


everlaſiing covenant ordered in all things 


D 1 and 
{f) 1 Cor, ui. 23. (+) Heb. xi. 13. 
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[ 20 ] 
and ſure; and this is all my ſalvation (i). 
And ſo died the apoſtle Paul; The time of 
my departure is at hand, ſays he (&) ; hence- 


ferth there is laid up for me a crown of rigbte- 


ouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge 


Hall give me at that day. This is dying 


c/:nfortably and happily, to die in the faith 
of covenant- inteteſt and of eternal glory: 
and ſo it is to die in hope of it; the hope 
of the profane, of the hypocrite, and ſelf- 
righteous man is as the giving up of the 
ghoſt ; it is cut off like a ſpider's web; and 
if it lives ſo long as they do, it dies with 
them, and is of no uſe at death unto them; 
but the righteous hath hope in bis death (1); 
whoſe hope is fixed on Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs, by which he is juſtified and 
denominated a righteous man: this is ex- 
erciſed by him in his dying moments, and 
is of uſe to him then; and he rejoices in 


hope of the glory of God. They that die 


ſaints and righteous perſons are the only 
happy at death, or to whom death is an 
happineſs ; precious in the fight of the Lord 
is the death of bis ſaints (m); whom God 

has 


(1) 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. (4) 2 Tim. iv. 7, $. 
(/) Prov. xiv. 32. (Cm) Pſ. Cxvi. 15. 
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has ſanctified or ſet apart for himſelf in e- 
lection, whom Chriſt has ſanctified or made 
atonement for by his blood and ſacrifice, 
and whom the Holy Spirit has ſanctified 
by his grace: and though there is ſome- 
thing in death which is diſagreeable, and 
makes the neareſt relatives of the deceaſed, 
and who have the greateſt affection for 
them, willing to bury them out of their 
light, as Abrabam his beloved Sarah; yet 
there is that in the death of ſaints which 
is precious to the Lord, which he takes 
pleaſure in; as a man that takes a walk in 
his garden, and ſpying a beautiful full 
blown flower, he crops it, and puts it in- 
to his boſom ; ſo the Lord takes his walks 
in his gardens, the churches, and gathers 
his lilies, ſouls, fully ripe for glory, and 
with delight takes them to himſelf. It is 
the death of the righteous man that is an 
happineſs; Let me die the death of the 
riohteous (un), ſays Balaam : it is always 
well with them in time, and to all eternity 
it is well with them at death; they are ta- 
ken away not only from preſent evil, but 
from evil to come, and are immediately 

92 poſ- 


(n) Numb, xxiii. 10. 
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[ 22 ] 
poſſeſſed of everlaſting good; for the r:ght- 
eous go into life eternal (o). The end of 
ſuch is different from that of others ; and 
therefore the above wicked perſon ſaid, let 
| my laſt end be like his, the righteous man's ; 
i the end of ſuch a man is peace (p); he goes 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
i! 


Wo out of the world with peace, ſerenity and 
| 4 tranquility of mind, and enters into eternal 
| i F peace; he receives Je end of his faith, what 
| . his /arth has been looking and waiting for, 

| 19 the ſalvatio n of his ſoul (q); he has his fruit 

1 unto holineſs now, and his end everlaſting life 

veg (r ) hereafter ; but I proceed, 

* III. To ſhew more particularly, where- 
3M!) in lies the preferablenels and ſuperior hap- 
fi pineſs of the righteous dead to living ſaints. 
1 Firſt, It lies in what the righteous dead 
: hy | | are delivered from; and this is what the 
| if | wiſeman has chiefly reſpect unto ; he had 
331 BM conſidered the oppreſſions, tears and un- 
* comfortable condition of many in the pre- 


TUE ; ſent ſtate of lite, and obſerved the dead 
| were free from all this, and therefore pro- 
nounced them the more happy perſons. And, 


i £ 8 1ſt. 
1 


[i þ 5 Matt. ::xv. 46. 65% Pi. xxxvii. 37. 
(9) 1 Pet. i. 9. 475 Rom. vi. 22. 
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rt. The righteous dead ate entirely free 
from ſin, the ſource of all trouble and diſ- 
treſs in liſe; and when that is no more, 
there will be no more ſorrow. What the 
Apoſtle ſays of thoſe, who in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe are ſaid to be dead to fin, is true of the 
righteous dead in a natural ſenſe ; he that is 
dead is freed jrom ſin (, even from the very 
being of it; they ate not only delivered 
from the guilt, and any return of it, but from 
that itſelf : living ſaints are delivered from 
the guilt of ſin thro' Chriſt bearing (in for 
them, and from ſenſible guilt in their con- 
{ciences thro' the application of the blood 
of Chriſt, which purges their confciences 
from dead works, the load and guilt of 
them, and their hearts from an evil con- 
ſcience ſprinkled with his bleod, which 
ſpeaks peace and pardon, and fo better 
things than the blood of Abel; but then as 
freſh ſins are committed, new guilt 1s con- 
tracted, which requires 2 repeated applica- 
tion of the blood of ſprinkling ; but this is 
not the caſe of the righteous dead, they fin 
no more, and have no more renewed guilt, 
and need no more renewed diſcoveries of 


par- 


(i) Rom. Vi. 7. 
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L 24 ] 
pardoning grace and mercy. They are 
allo not only free from the dominion. of 
ſin, but from any attempt made upon them 
to regain it; it is promiſed, and it is true 
of living ſaints, men regenerated by the 
{pirit and grace of God, that /in ſhall not 
bave the dominion over them, and it has not ; 
becauſe they are not under the lau, the 
law of fin and death, exerciſing its authority 
over them, but they are ander grace, as a 
governing principle in them, which 7e:gns 
thro” righteouſneſs unto eternal life (t) ; yet 
notwithſtanding ſuch at times is the power 
and prevalence of indwelling fin, that it 
brings them into captivity to the law of ſin 


(u): but it has no ſuch power over the 


righteous dead, for it has not ſo much as a 
place in them ; they are the ſpirits of juft 
men made perfect, not only perfectly righ- 
teous thro' Chritt's righteouſneſs, but per- 
fectly holy in themſelves ; they are without 
the ſpot or wrinkle of fin, or any thing 
like it; there is not a Canaanite in the land, 
not a ſingle luſt and corruption in their 
hearts: but not ſo is it with living ſaints ; 
they are not free from fin in ſuch ſenſe ; 

they 


6) Rom. vi. 14, and v. 21 (:) Rom. vii. 23. 


[ 25 ] 

they are far from a finleſs perfection in 
themſelves ; this has always been diſclaimed 

by ſaints on earth in all ages, as by Jeb, 

David, Solomon, and the apoſtle Paul and 

others; and ſays the beloved diſciple, F we 

ſay we have no fin we deceive ourſelves, and 
 thetruth is not in us (w) : their complaints, 
confeſſions and prayers abundantly confirm 

the fame ; they groon being burthened with 

the weight of indwelling fin, and will as 

long as they are in His tabernacle (x); the 
breakings forth ofindwelling ſin in them, their 

actual tranſgreſſions and iniquities are, as 

an heavy burthen, too heavy tor them ): 

but ſaints in heaven are rid of ſuch incum- 

brances ; thoſe burdens are fallen off from 

them, and they will feel them no more; 

now fins of heart and life are like the Ca- 
naanites to the Iſraehites, pricks in their 

eyes, and thorns in their fide ; which give 

great pain and diſtreſs. Perhaps it was 
ſomething of this kind the apoſtle Paul 
felt when he complains of a 7horn in the fleſh ; 
(2), but in the heavenly ſtate there will be 


no pricking briar, nor grieving. thorn to all 8 
> the | 
/ | 6 
(aw) 1 John 1. 8. 2 Cor. v. 4. 5 
5 Pf. xxxviii. 2, 3. 2 Cor. Xu. 7. 0 
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the bouſeof Iſrael (a), or family of God there: 
ſin breaks the peace of the people of God 
now, fo that they have 79 reſt in their bones 
becauſe of it ; yea, their bones are broken 
by it, and the joys of ſalvation taken away 
through it; and though it cannot diſſolve 
the union between God and them, it in- 
terrupts their ſenſible communion with 
him, and cauſes him to withdraw his gra- 
cious preſence from them; your iniquities 
have ſeparated between you and your God, 
and your fins have hid his face from you, that 
be will not hear {b). Sin makes this world 
a weary land to ſaints, and all their ſolace 
and comfort 1s that Chriſt is, as the ſhadow 
of a great rock to them in it, and ſpeaks a 
word in ſeaſon to their weary ſouls, invi- 
ting and encouraging them to come to him 
for ſpiritual reſt, where they find it : their 
inbred corruptions are to them like the 
daughters of Heth to Jſuac and Rebekah, 
make them weary of their lives ; but the 
righteous dead are no more haraſſed with 
them, but are entered where the weary 
are at reſt, even into that reſt, or ſabbatiſm, 


which 


(a) Bzek. XXVII. 24, (6) If. ix. 2. 
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which remains for the people of God, Sin 
now Cauſes a war within them, where 
there are, as it were, a company of two 
armies, the law in the members, and the 
law in the mind, warring againſt each o- 
ther; the fleſh and ſpirit, fin and grace, 
luſting the one againſt the other, ſo that 
they cannot do the things they would ; but 
with the righteous dead this warfare is ac- 


compliſhed, and they ſerve the Lord with- 


out any interruption, and do his will as it is 
done by the angels in heaven. 


2dly. The righteous dead are delivered 


from the temptations of Satan: living ſaints, 
as well as they, are redeemed out of his 
hands by Chriſt, who has taken the prey 
from the mighty, and delivered the lawful 
captive, and has led captivity captive, Sa- 
tan and his principalities and powers, who 
led his people captive at their will: and they 
are taken out of his hands at converſion ; 
when the ſtrong man armed is diſpoſſeſſed 
of his palace by him that is ſtronger than 
he, his armour taken away, and his ſpoils 
divided ; and they are turned from the po- 
wer ©{ Satan unto God, and tranſlated into 
the Fin gdom of Chriſt; but then they are 

not from freed histemptations, eventhe great- 
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28 
eſt ſaint and ſtrongeſt believer; the apoſtle 
Peter, was fifted by him as wheat is ſiſted, 
and the apoſtle Paul had a meſſenger of 
Satan ſent to buffet him ; yea, Chriſt the 
ſon of God, in our nature here on earth, 
was tempted in all things, like unto his 
people, excepting fin. Satan ſolicits good 
men to ſin; he provoked David to number 
Iſrael contrary to the mind and will of 
God ; he finds ſomething in them to work 
upon, the corruption of their nature, which 
he could not find in Chriſt; he knows what 
ſin is moſt prevalent in them, and they are 
inclined unto, and he baits his hook, or 
frames his temptations agreeable thereunto ; 
theſe are ſome of his crafty wiles, and 
cunning devices and ſtratagems, fſaiits are 
not altogether ignorant of: he has great 
power and influence on the ſpirits of men; 
he not only works in the children of diſo— 
bedience, and pat it into the heart of Judas 
to detray his Lord, and into the hearts of 


Ananias and Saplirà to he againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, but he can ſuggeſt things blaſphe- 
mous and atheiſtical into the minds of good 
men; as to call in queſtion the being of a 
God, and the authority of the ſcriptures, 
the truth of Chriſtianity, and the like; 

which 


29 
which are ſome of thoſe fiery darts he caſts 
at them, and into them, which give them 
great pain and uncaſineſs, and ſorely grieve 
them: he diſturbs them in religious exer- 
ciſes, not only in private, but in publick; 
he comes among the ſons of God when 
they preſent themſelves before the Lord to 
wait upon him, and worthip him; and he 
not only catches away the word preached 
from a careleſs and ignorant hearer, but di- 
verts the minds of good men to other objects, 
from a cloſe application to the word, 
and hinders their profit and edification ; 
and therefore they have need to pray that 
they enter not into temptation, as not to be 
able to watch in divine ſervice with Chriſt 
one hour : he goes about to and fro in the 
earth, and obſerves the ſins and failings of 
God's people, picks up all he can againſt 
them, and then accuſes them before God ; 
as he did Jo/huz the high-prieft, who had 
fallen into in, tho” Satan met with a ſevere 
reprimand for it from Chriſt, the advocate 
and interceſior, and 7eſhua was acquitted 
and diſcharged : he often poſſeſſes the 
minds of ſaints with fears; he ſifts them, 
being ſuffered, as wheat is ſiſted, and 
throws the chat of corruption upper- 


E a moſt, 
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moſt, that they cannot diſcern the true 
ſeed of grace in them; and ſo fear the 
work of God was never begun upon them, 
and that they are hypocrites, and have only 
the form of godlineſs, and not the power 
of it ; and that they ſhall one day periſh 
through their own ſins and Satan's tempta- 
tions; and many of them by his ſuggeſtions 
are through fear of death all their life-time 
ſubject to bondage. But this is not the 
caſe of the righteous dead ; they are free 
from all the temptations, ſolicitations and 
ſuggeſtions of this enemy of ſouls ; they 
are out of his reach, he is under their feet, 
and bruiſed there; he is caſt out of heaven, 
and will never be admitted there any more. 
There was a tempter and a ſubtle one in 
the garden of Eden; but there is none in 
the garden of God, in the paradiſe above. 
Satan indeed as ſoon as he fell was caſt out 
of heaven, and laid in chains, though ſuf- 
fered to walk about in them on our earth 
to tempt the children of men ; bute'er long 
he will not only be bound by the mighty 
angel, and caſt into the bottomleſs pit, and 
there be ſhut up for a thouſand years, and 
then for a time let looſe once more to de- 
ceive the nations ; but he will be laid hold 

upon 


( 31 ] 

upon again, and caſt into the lake of fire 
and brimſtone, where the beaſt and falſe 
prophet are, to be tormented for ever and 
ever ; he will never regain his place in hea- 
ven more: ſo that the ſaints will be clear 
of him, and every annoyance from him to 
all eternity. 

3dly. The righteous dead are delivered 
from all darkneſs and deſertions the living 
ſaints are liable to, and therefore are prefe- 


rable to them. Now good men are not 


only, like Heman the Ezrahite, laid in dark- 
neſs, and in the deeps of afflictive provi- 
dences, but are often in darkneſs of ſoul ; 
walk in darkneſs, and fee no light; have 
no clear evidence of their intereſt in the love 
of God, and in the covenant of his grace, 
nor of their intereſt in Chriſt, his blood, 
righteouſneſs and ſacrifice ; nor ſight of the 
ſpirit of grace in their hearts; are without 
the light of ſpiritual peace and joy, without 
ſenſible communion with God and the 


light of his countenance : he hides himſelf 


from them, and they cannot ſee him; 
their beloved withdraws himſelf from them, 
and is gone, and they ſeek him in the word 
and ordinances, and cannot find him. But 
now the ſaints that are dead and gone to 
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heaven, they ſee the face of God, and have 
unbeclouded views of him ; they ſee him 
face to face in the cleareſt manner they 
poſſibly can; they ſee him as he is, ſo far 
as finite creatures are capable of ; their ſur 
no more goes down, neither does their moon 
withdraw itſelf, for the Lord is their ever- 
laſting light, and the days of therr mourning 
are ended (c). 

4thly. The righteous dead are deliver- 
ed from all doubts and fears, miſgivings of 
heart and unbelief, to which living ſaints 
are ſubject in the preſent ſtate ; they have 
their fears leſt God ſhould not be their 
God, or that he has forſaken them, and 
will return no more, or that they have not 
the true work of grace upon them, and 
ſhall come ſhort of eternal glory and hap- 
pineſs at laſt : the language of their unbe- 
lieving hearts ſometimes is, Vill the Lord 
caſt off for ever? Will be be favourable no 
more ? Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? 
Doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? Hath 

God fergotten to be gracious? Hathhe in anger 
ſhut ＋ his tender mercies (d)? Unbelief 


reads 


Rev. xx11, 4. 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 1 Johns iii. 8. 
If. Ix. 20. x 


(d) Pi. hxxvii. 7, 8, 9. 


Ea 


reads all this in the affirmative, which cau- 
ſes great diſtreſs and trouble; but in hea- 
ven there is not the leaſt doubt of the love 
of God, no fear of being caſt off by him, 
nor any diſbelief of intereſt in him, or the 
leaſt jealouſy of change of ſtate and con- 

dition for evermore. 1 
5thly. The righteous dead are free 
rom all toil and labour, trials and afflic- 
tions of whatſoever kind, which are endu- 
red in this life, in which their ſuperior 
happineſs lies; Bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord—they reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them (e) : they 
reſt from toi] and labour of body, are not 
obliged to get their bread with the ſweat of 
their brow, as living ſaints do ; and from 
toil and labour of the mind, by trequent 
reading, deep meditation and conſtant ſtu- 
dy, the employment of ſuch who labour 
in the word and doctrine, which at death 
is at an end; and from all diſeaſes and diſ- 
orders living ſaints labour under. In the 
other ſtate there are no more pain, no more 
hckneſs, no more ſorrow, and alſo no more 
penury and want, to which good men are 
here 


Ce Rev. xiv. 134 
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here ſometimes ſubje& ; no more tribula- 
tions of any kind which ſaints have in the 
world, and through which they paſs till 
they enter the kingdom, and then they 
leave them ; no more reproaches and per- 
ſecutions, which they that live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus here muſt expect, and do 
ſhare in. In the heavenly ſtate where 
the righteous dead are, ncither the ſur 
nor heat of perſecution light upon them, 
for the Lamb in the midſt of the throne fhull 


feed them, and ſhall lead unto living joun- 


tains of water, and God ſhall wipe away all 
tears from their cyes (V. 

Secondly, The ſuperior happineſs of the 
righteous dead to that of living ſaints lies in 
what they enjoy there; the beſt things are re- 
ſerved unto the laſt ; ſaints have, as Laza- 
rus had, their evil things here, but their 
good things hereafter, ſuch as eye has not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered in- 
to the heart of man to conceive of ; they 


are beyond conception and expreflion : it 


can't be ſaid, how great is that goodneſs 


which God has laid up, and is in reſerve 


for 


Cf) Rev. vü. 16, 17. 
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for them that fear him and truſt in him, 
and which they enjoy in another world. 


iſt. The ſaints in heaven have better 


company than the ſaints on earth; the 
righteous are immediately with Chriſt, 
which is far better than to be in this world; 
their ſpirits as ſoon as ſeparated from their 


bodies are with him in paradiſe; and where 


they are for ever with him, beholding his 
glory, and enjoying uninterrupted commu- 
nion with him, and with his Father and 
the bleſſed Spirit. Indeed the living ſaints 
on earth have ſometimes the preſence of 


Chriſt with them; and it is known by 


themſelves, and perceived by others, that 
they have been with Jeſus : but then they 
complain that he is as a wayfaring man, 
that tarries but for a night ; he ſoon with- 
draws himſelf, and is gone, and their ſouls 
faint within them. They have fellowſhip 
with the Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
but then it is of a ſhort duration. Where- 
as the ſaints in heaven are always in the 
preſence of God, and behold his face for 


evermore. They alſo there enjoy the 


company and converſation of angels ; hers 
indeed the ſaints come to an innumerable 
company of them, who wait upon them, 

F are 


K 0 X 3 — — ne 


— * —— — 


361 
are guards about them, and convoy their 
ſpirits at death to Abrabam's boſom. But 
in the bliſsful ſtate they are always with 
them, and join in the ſame divine ſervice 
of praifing God and glorifying him. The 
righteous dead are immediately with per- 
fe& ſaints, and fit down with Abraham, 
Tfaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 
with patriarchs, prophets and apoſtles, and 
with all good men who have departed this 
life from'the beginning of the world. Here 


living ſaints, like righteous Lot, are vexed 


with the filthy converſation of the wicked ; 
as were David when he ſojourned in Me- 


ſhec, and the prophet Jaiab when he dwelt 


among a people of unclean lips; and good 
men even in the churches have ſuch in fel- 
lowſhip with them as are often a grief un- 
to them by reaſon of their unhappy tem- 
pers and diſagreeable converſation ; of whom 
the apoſtle ſays, I have told you often, and 

now tell you even weeping, that they arc the 
enemies of the croſs of Chriſt (g). But in 
heaven there is none to diſturb by their 
words or actions; The wngodly ſhall not fland 


in 


Ce) Phil, iii. 18 
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in the judgment, nor finners in the congrega- 
tion of the righteous (b). 
2dly. The employment of the righte- 
ous after death is ſuperior to that which 
living ſaints are engaged in, even to that 
which is moſt ſacred and ſpiritual. Prayer 
is the work of ſaints on earth, and is both 
pleaſant and profitable; but it ſuppoſes 
want, implies imperfection, and is attend- 
ed ſometimes with groamngs which cannot be 
uttered : but prayer ceaſes in heaven; there 
1s no need of it there : the preaching and 
hearing the word, adminiſtration of, and 
attendance on ordinances are a principal 
part of the buſineſs of the people of God 
here; but in the future ſtate there is no 
need of the ſun and moon of goſpel-ordi- 
nances, for the glory of the Lord lightens 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. The 
work of the ſaints in heaven is praiſe ; their 
conſtant employment is finging the ſongs 
of electing, redeeming, ſanctifying and 
perſevering grace. 
zaly. The joys of the righteous dead 
vaſtly exceed the joys of the living; ſair te 
now have joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and pe 
1 To 
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in believing : they can at times rejoice in 
Chriſt, and in hope of the glory of God ; 
but theſe joys are often interrupted by in- 
dwelling-fin, the temptations of Satan, di- 
vine deſertions, and the troubles of the 
world. But at death a ſaint enters into the 
joy of his Lord, and his joy is full, and al- 
ways continues; everlaſting joy is on his 
head; and ſorrow and fighing flee away; 
he is immediately in the preſence of God, 
in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at 
whoſe right hand are pleaſures for ever- 
more: ſo that upon the whole, the ſtate 
of the dead in Chriſt is better than the 
ſtate of living believers in this world; 
death is a gain to them, and better is the 
day of their death to them, than the day 
of 1 birth, ſince the one is the outlet 
of thoſe troubles, which the other is an 
inlet into; and however deſirable the lives 
of ſaints, and particularly of miniſters of 
the goſpel, may be to their fcllow-chriſti- 

ans, it is more to their advantage to be 


removed hence : you may, think, that it 


was more needful for you, that your late 
paſtor hould abide in the flesh, for your 
furtherance and joy of faith ; but it is bet- 
ter for him to be where he is; he has done 
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all that work which it was the pleaſure 
of God, he ſhould do among you, and 
it is your duty to ſubmit to the will of God 
concerning him ; of whom — may 
be expected to be ſaid. 

The reverend Mr. James Fall was one 
of the fruits of my miniſtry, under which 
it pleaſed God to call him by his grace, and 
reveal his ſon in him; he was baptized 
upon a profeſſion of his faith and received 
a member of the church under my care, 
in January 1730, upwards of thirty three 
years ago. After ſometime it was thought 
he had a gift fitting him for the public 
miniſtry of the word, and it was accor- 
dingly tried, judged and approved of by 
the church, and he was regularly . ſent 
forth as a miniſter of the goſpel ; and in 
a little time after, this church being without 
a paſtor, ſent for him to miniſter to them, 
and approving of his miniſtration, gave him 
a call to take the paſtoral care of them; in 
which office he was ordained, Fuly 11th. 
1735. So that he hath been almoſt twenty 
eight years paſtor of this church; what 
work God has done by him among you, 
in the converſion of finners, and in the 
edification of your ſouls, you are the beſt 
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judges; this however muſt be ſaid of him 
that he abode by the truths of the goſpel 
he firſt received and preached ; and that 


his converſation, has been becoming his 
character, as a Chriſtian and a miniſter, 
being holy, harmleſs and inoffenſive; he 
had a good report both of them that are 
without, and of them that are within. 
The diſorder * which iſſued in his death, 
was of ſuch a nature as rendered ſpeaking 
difficult to him, and in a good meaſure 
unintelligible ; but he was often heard to ſay, 
J know that my redeemer liveth, and de- 
clared he had no fear of death, and of what 
follows, but of the pangs of death ; and 
ſome of his laſt words were, Lord I be- 
keve, help thou my unbelief; and at the 
ſame time, expreſſed his full ſatisfaction as 
to his eternal ſtate. Thus died your Paſtor, 
and now fleeps in the arms of Jeſus. And 
let me exhort you, this church of 
Chriſt, to keep together, and keep up 
the worſhip and ſervice of God among you 
conſult together and unite in your counſels 
for mutual good; be frequent and 
fervent in prayer, that God would give 

you 
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you a paſtor in due time,. to feed you with 
knowledge and underſtanding ; let bro- 
therly love be cultivated and continued 
with you ; live in peace, and the God of 
love and peace ſhall be with you. And 
as for you his dear offspring for whom 
your parent had the moſt tender concern 
for your temporal, ſpiritual and eternal 
welfare ; remember the counſel and ad- 
vice he frequently gave you for your good, 
walk as you had him for an example; 


tread in 1. Feps, and ferve your fathers 


God, und it will be well with you. And 
what has been ſaid upon the ſubject treat- 
ed of, on this occaſion, may ſerve to 
make death familiar to every believer here, 
and take off the dread and terror of it, 
which often poſſeſs the minds of real 
Chriſtians ; for it the dead are more happy 
than the living, why ſhould we be afraid 
to die, fince it will be greatly to our ad- 
vantage, and give us a preference to thoſe 
that ſuryive us? this may ſerve to cauſe 
us to breathe after that heavenly ſtate, and 
chuſe rather. to be abſent from the body, 
that we might be preſent with the Lord, 
and even to rejoice in hope of the glory of 

| OE God ; 
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God; and it ſhould be our great concern 
that whether we live any longer ſpace of 
time in this world, we live unto the Lord, 
to his honour and glory; or whether we 
die in a ſhort time, having done our work, 
we die unto the Lord, to live with him to | 
all eternity. | 
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